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Upcoming 2018 – 2019 Programs 

For The AGO Milwaukee Chapter 
 
 

 

March 9, 2019 • 9:30 am 

Organ Crawl 
Come join us in visiting five organs around the Shorewood and Whitefish Bay area, featuring 

instruments by the Berghaus Organ Company, the Holtkamp Organ Company, and 

 the Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company.  Churches include: Luther Memorial Chapel,  

Plymouth Congregational, United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay,  

Christ Church Episcopal and Our Savior Lutheran Church of Whitefish Bay 

 

 

 
 

May 5, 2019 

100th Anniversary of the Milwaukee Chapter 

Annual Meeting 

Member’s Recital 

 

 

PipeNotes is Published Monthly submit information to the editor via email at, 

pneditor@agomilwaukee.org. 

The Deadline is the 20th of the preceding month 
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March 2019 
 

9 (Sat) 9:30 Chapter Organ Crawl 

Shorewood and Whitefish Bay 

See the front page or 

Website for the times, churches, 

And instruments 
 

13 (Wed) 12:15 Valerie Floeter, Piano 

Patricia Backhaus, Trumpet 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

17 (Sun) 4:00 Prata Duo 

Mike Keegan, Horn 

Steve Wolff, Piano/Organ 

St. Casimir Church 

2600 N. Bremen St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

 

 

 

20 (Wed) 12:15 Paul Kosower, Cello 

Michael Batcho, Organ/Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

23 (Sat) 8:30 Gospel Music Workshop 

Ms. Lynné Gray, Guest Artist and Director 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 

1927 N. Vel R. Phillips Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

27 (Wed) 12:15 Louis Cucunato, Guitar 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2019 

 
3 (Wed) 12:15 Dr. Solon Pierce, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

7 (Wed) 3:30 Milwaukee Handbell 

Ensemble 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

809 S. Sixth Ave 

West Bend, WI 
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From the Archieves 
Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian 

 

Organ Contests to Student Organist Contests 
 

This month’s topic comes from materials found in the archives from the year 1947.  It is possible that the contests began earlier, 

but from what I have found they began sometime in the 1940’s.  By holding these annual contests, the Wisconsin and 

Milwaukee Chapter was unaware of their contribution to the history of the chapter by mentoring young musicians to serve the 

needs of churches in Wisconsin. 
 

From the archives of the Wisconsin and Milwaukee Chapter, I present highlights from the “Organ Contests” and “Student 

Organist Contests.” 
 

Below is the advertisement from 1947 with the invitation for individuals to apply. 
 

ORGAN CONTEST 

by the 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 

Wisconsin Chapter 
 

A Scholarship of TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($25.00) is being presented to the winner of the audition to be held at Kenwood 

Methodist Church, 2319 East Kenwood Blvd. on January 17, 1948, at 8:00 pm. 
 

Each contestant should be prepared to play 

(1) A pre-Bach number, such as Couperin or similar early composer; 

(2) A Choral-Prelude of Bach, such as “O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin”; 

(3) A modern number by Contemporary composers, such as Leo Sowerby, Dupre′, Hindemith. 
 

Organ students up to the age of 25 are eligible 

Winners to present a recital February 8, 1948. 

Register your selections with either of the following Guild members by January 10th -  

Mrs. Alfred Cotton, or Miss Mathilde Schoessow. 
 

For this contest the story ends here, as I did not find information who was awarded the $25.00.  In the years that followed, there 

was not much documented until 1959/1960.    

The Chairman of Church Committee, Milwaukee Chapter, and Robert Legler sent out a letter to church Pastors.   Here is a 

section of the letter dated October 17, 1960 expanding on what is now named the “Student Organist Contest.” 
 

“Our Student Organist Contest is intended to encourage young musicians to become church organists and to help find student 

substitute organists for churches.  Our first contest (with the new name), held last year, 1959, was highly successful and we are 

increasing the amount of the scholarships this year.  Please publicize the contest among your young musicians of your church.  

This project is very important for the future needs of Milwaukee’s churches.”  
 

The winners of the 1961 “Student Organist Contest” played a program at Mount Carmel Lutheran Church on March 12, 1961—

4 pm. 
  

1st Place winner $50.00 Judith Toennes, Student of James Engel 

2nd Place winner $30.00 Mary Jane Wagner, Student of Sister Theophane 

3rd Place winner $20.00 William Stump, Student of Phyllis Stringham 
 

In reviewing the archive materials, there is evidence of a wealth of dedication by the guild to encourage, mentor and promote 

organ music in worship, recital programs and student organist contests.  I paused to recall my music teachers who supported, 

assisted and challenged me to develop my gift of music.  Each of us has much to be grateful for our musical formation by 

dedicated teachers. 
 

To all guild members who have participated in these “Student Organist Contests,” I would like to hear from you and tap into 

your experience for a future article. Contact me at walloch1952@att.net. 

 

So for now the story on “Student Organist Contests” pauses.  Watch for the Media Blitz in April for more interesting finds from 

the archives.   
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From NCAGOYO 
North Central AGO Young Organists 

 



 

JOHN WALKER TO BE HONORED AT AGO 

ENDOWMENT FUND DISTINGUISHED ARTIST AWARD 

RECITAL AND GALA BENEFIT RECEPTION IN 

PITTSBURGH 
 

The American Guild of Organists (AGO) has selected internationally acclaimed 

organist and teacher JOHN WALKER as the honoree for the 2019 

AGO Endowment Fund Distinguished Artist Award Recital and Gala Benefit 

Reception on Friday, April 26, in Pittsburgh. The public is invited to attend. 

Complete information is available online at Agohq.org/2019-gala. 

The celebration begins at 7:30 p.m. with a free recital by John Walker at 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, where Dr. Walker previously 

served as minister of music (1992–2004). His program will include Guilmant’s stirring 

March on Handel’s “Lift Up Your Heads,” Virgil Fox’s transcription of Bach’s Come 

Sweet Death, John Knowles Paine’s virtuosic Concert Variations on Old Hundredth, 

and John Weaver’s Sine Nomine, along with other selections. 

 

 

 

To Register or for more details about the convention visit: 

www.agomilwaukee.org 
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