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o For The AGO Milwaukee Chapter

Sheri Masiakowski
414.403.1046
chapter@agomilwaukee.org

Saturday, January 19, 2019 « 10:00 am
Co Sub-Dean Improvisation Workshop

Audrey Rhinehart, CAGO ‘. , . L.
562 670.9566 Christian Rich and Charles Ludwig, Clinicians

John Schubring St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

414.727.6103 7845 N. River Rd.
subdean@agomilwaukee.org River Hills. WI

Secretary
Nicole Moritz March 9, 2019

Nicole.r.morit mail.com . .
: ey More Information Coming Soon!

Treasurer
Steven Jensen May 5, 2019

414.688.7838 100" Anniversary of the Milwaukee Chapter
SJJ0923@ao0l.com Annual Meeting

Registrar Member’s Recital
David Beyer
414.871.6307
registrar@agomilwaukee.org

Executive Board

Class of 2019
David Bohn
Tim Handle

Gary Wood Johannus
Class of 2020 _organs_
Diean Rosko Wisconsin

William Lieven
Fr. Tom Lijewski
Joel Schwartz

Region VI Councilor
Dr. Karen Black
Waverly, 1A
Karen.black@wartburg.edu

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Johannusorganswisconsin.com

Education
Mary Newton, CAGO
mayanewton@yahoo.com
Professional Development

J. Gordon Christensen, AAGO
mrc@chase3000.com

Wi L PipeNotes is Published Monthly submit information to the editor via email at,
isconsin District Convener

Jeffrey Verkuilen, FAGO pneditor@agomilwaukee.org.
ieffverkuilen@new.rr.com The Deadline is the 20™ of the preceding month
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December 2018 Dean’s Column

FROM THE KEYBOARD of Sheri Masiakowski
Happy Advent Good Folk,

In relation to my music ministry I pray for patience, good health for myself and my choir members, our mutual
presence at rehearsals, peace of mind, focus, clarity and stamina. I try to be truly present in the midst of the need to
perfect and produce for the special services of Advent and Christmas. *Tis my personal challenge and I would bet,
yours too. May we all arrive at year end with a few days to rest and enjoy the season.

Thank you to those who responded to our plea for contributions. Your action makes a difference. Our Milwaukee
Symphony program insert has our high-lighted our program schedule to the broad public that attended concerts
which used the Skinner organ. The cost to print was not minimal and we are grateful for contributions which made it
possible. Meanwhile, Steve Jensen—our treasurer tells me that contributions are down from previous years. Can
you turn that comment around with your own donation? For on-line donations by credit card visit: http://
agomilwaukee.org
Snail-mail donations may still be sent to:
AGO-Milwaukee Chapter
Steven Jensen, treasurer
P.O. Box 11731
Milwaukee, WI 53211

North Central AGOYO (AGO Young Organists) — information from David Porth, our Milwaukee Chapter board
member. Check out part 3 of their blog on hymnody. HYMNODY PART 3 - ELEVATING THE ART OF HYMNODY
This third and final post about hymnody explores how we can take small steps to improve our own playing. Hopefully our
conversation with Minneapolis organist David Cherwien has been helpful and inspiring to all organists to improve and
elevate their hymn playing. Feel free to join in on the conversation.

I had lunch this past week with Dr. Charles Ludwick II at Sacred Heart School of Theology. He invited me to attend the
11:15 liturgy with the seminarians. It’s always of great interest to hear one’s colleague play prelude, hymns, acclamations
and postlude. My musical soul was well-fed. I will return because I felt that his leadership firmly supported our sung
prayer. His prelude was by Francis Jackson, a Brit with whom I was unfamiliar. The seminary chapel is a reverberant
space with a 2-manual Burghaus instrument installed during the tenure of Christian Rich (27 stops/35 ranks, slider chests/
mechanical key action). Dr. Ludwick and Christian Rich will co-host the AGO Improvisation Workshop on January 19,
2019 from 10:00-11:30AM at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church. If you are in the Menomonee Falls area please stop in
at St. Anthony Parish. Dr. Ludwick’s wife, who arrived within the last two weeks from Poland, is the new music director.

Many thanks to Christian Rich for his input on the workshop. His hymn-playing is worth a serious “listen-to”. &
* * *

Remember that there is a discussion forum category on our Chapter web-site.
You must be logged-in to open the “Members-only section” at the bottom of the Members-only section
red left column. Move your cursor to “Members-only section” and you will see
the headings shown in this picture. Click on discussion forum” and then
“Favorite organ or piano pieces for liturgical use” to share your favorite music
literature. 1 want to hear your tried-and-true favorites and your new discoveries.

Positions Available

Member Directory

Discussion forum

Materials for members

Find and support a concert or church service for your own enrichment this

season. Our own crowded schedules make it hard to enter another event in our

personal calendars. I’m eager to hear an upcoming concert by the Prometheus Trio at Wisconsin College
Conservatory. I followed their schedule for a year and this is my first open opportunity. God has not yet granted me
bi-location. There are so many services/concerts from each of you that I would like to attend but am double-
scheduled. May we all have continued energy and enthusiasm ...

Merry Christmas! See you at a concert or a service or for coffee or ...??

Cordially,

Share




December 2018 January 2019 6 (Sun) 3:00 Epiphany Vespers
Music at Historic Trinity
11 (Tues) 7:30 Drew Rutz, Organ 1 (Tues) 2:00 Karen Beaumont, Organ St. John’s Lutheran Church
Church of the Gesu Salem Lutheran Church 7877 N. Port Washington Rd
1145 W. Wisconsin Ave 2400 N. Cramer Glendale, WI
Milwaukee, WI Milwaukee, WI

) 6 (Sun) 3:00 Epiphaneia
12 (Wed) 12:15 Sheri Masiakowski, Organ 4 (Fri) Karen Beaumont, Organ Bach Chamber Choir & Orchestra
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Viktor Brusubardis, Cello St. Joseph Center Chapel
812 N. Jackson St Grace Lutheran Church 1501 S. Layton Blvd
Milwaukee, WI 1209 N. Broadway Milwaukee, WI
Milwaukee, WI
19 (Wed) 12:15 Milwaukee Liederkranz
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
812 N. Jackson St
Milwaukee, WI

DAVHD BAHRKE | Need sub?

Substitute Organist & Choir Director
414-232-6717
dbahrke@mac.com

Available especially for Christmas and Holiday Serviees.

Acoustical Design & Testing = Organ Consultation &
Inspection * Organ Maintenance & Tuning ¢+ Sound & Video
System Design, Evaluation & Training

/ m www.riedelassocictes.com « (414) 771-8%4 " -
Paul W. Lohman - Toll free: 800-326-7426 %&’JW email: consult@riedelassociates.com

E-mail: lohma004@umn.edu « www.schantzorgan.com 819 NORTH CASS STREET-MILWAUKEE. W1 53202 hear the difference.

Superior Quality - Excellent Service - Competitive Prices - 24 Hour Assistance

Keith B. Williams, Service Department Director
217 390 4000 * buzardservice@gmail.com

||
fﬁ““
II I]ﬂﬁ Dennis Northway Regional Representative Sales and Service

il 773 351 2501 * denden1958@runbox.com

John-Paul Buzard Pipe Organ Builders 112 West Hill Street ® Champaign, II. 61820
www. Buzardorgans.com 800-397-3103




+++Karen Beaumont+++ .
+texperienced++ ARl ORGAN STUDIES
Organ Recitalist
: at Carthage College

Church Musician

Organ Teacher Study with Professor Christopher Berry,
++available for++ ' " Director of Music at the Basilica of St.
: - : ) Josaphat in Milwaukee, as an organ student
Recitals, Service Playing, at Carthage.
Organ Lessons \
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
http:/ /karenbeaumontorgamst.mymte. Wy 77 : WY The Carthage Music Department awards
com g #F one $13,000 organ scholarship (renewable
; annually) to a qualified, exceptional student

. . W who is committed to organ studies.
kmbeaumont@hotmail.com

Learn more at:

414-276-0499 (land line) B B C/RTHAGE.EDU/MUSIC

NoLTE
ORrcGaN
BuiLbiNG & SuppLy, INc.

(414) 671-5646  www.NOLTEORGANS.COM  NOLTEORGANS@GMAIL.COM

¥ All Things Pipe Organ &
* TUNING & SERVICE « REBUILDING « PIPE ADDITIONS
« NEW INSTALLATIONS *« RESTORATION * CONSOLE UPGRADES

[ EST. 1986 ©® MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN ]

Pipe Organ Builders

Contact us for a comprehensive evaluation of your needs.
® New Instruments ® Tuning 4
® Restorations ® Emergency Service ’ 1) i wll l"" A ‘
® Rebuilds ® Releathering rﬂu | y u“ *
® Relocations ® Console Upgrades ﬂ W“' “l “lHL ]\J
® Tonal Additions ® Solid State Conversions I

® Revoicing ® Consultations

® Fire Restorations ® \Water Damage Repair T
St. Jerome Cathplig Rprish, Ogonomowae, Wi

708-544-4052 @ info@berghausorgan.com ® 2151 Madison St., Bellwood, |IL 60104 @ www.berghausorgan.com
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Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian

The archive files continue to bloom with many interesting finds as Sr. Mary Jane,
Sheri and myself spent an afternoon reviewing materials from the very early years of
the Wisconsin chapter. Materials are being selected for the 100 days media blast.
Take a look at this month’s photo for identifying. In January, [ will be sharing the
identity of the November and December’s photos. Last month’s post of an
“Organist Prayer” has been identified by our guild’s Chaplain Fr. Tom Lijewski. He
shared that the prayer was crafted by member Marianne Chaudior. December’s
sharing continues with a message from former guild Chaplain Rev. Hoover T.
Grimsby. His message appeared in the first December issue of PipeNotes, Vol. | —
Number 2, December 1954. Given this article was written in 1954 before gender
inclusive language use, Rev. Grimsby’s message rings true for us in 2018.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo

Nineteen hundred fifty years ago this month the King was born, but He was more
than an earthly King for He was the King from all eternity — the Son of the living
God. There were no presses, news reels, or radios to bring the glorious news for
which the world had been waiting, nearly two thousand years but something far
greater-an angelic host uniting in the glorious Gloria in Excelsis Deo, and then the
startling message, Unto you is born this day — a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.

Since that date, many times on the calendars of men, Christmas has come and gone. Countless millions of times it has come to the hearts of
men. Christmas still comes to us without regard for season or day or month. In very clime, in every land, among all colors and all races,
Christ is ever being born in the hearts of men.

Too often, however, we have allowed the nativity scene to become a sentimental emotion with us and never let it go any deeper. Our whole
idea and attitude toward Christmas in Bethlehem seems to imply that the matter ended there, but Eleanor Slater has a two verse poem entitled-
- December Twenty-Fourth.

Tomorrow you were born again
who died so many times.

Do you like the candlelight?
Do you like the chimes?

Do you stop wonder

why men never see,

how very close to Bethlehem
approaches Calvary?

Yes, the story that began at Bethlehem ended at Calvary. The old familiar saying is still true; Bethlehem is meaningless apart from Calvary.
For Jesus Christ was not born to live, He was born to die. We accomplish our work through living. He performed His real work in dying.
The Bible record is just as simple and plain God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.

His gracious purpose which He stated so simply that millions could cast their eternal destiny upon it was | came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance. There is the Christmas Gospel; there is the GOOD NEWS of which the angels did sing. When mankind had missed the
mark, God came down, not for the self-sufficient, but to seek out those who would confess that they had need of Him.

But all of this is meaningless unless there is an inner personal response on our part. There must be a birth of faith in us as we, this year, kneel
before the cradle of Bethlehem which became the cross of Calvary. Let our prayer be the prayer of Phillips Brooks:

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in;
Be born in us today.

Rev. Hoover T. Grimshy
Chaplain-Milwaukee Chapter
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NORTH CENTRAL REGION Featured Performer Elisa Bickers

JUNE 16-19 Elisa Williams Bickers performs regularly in recital as a solo organist, harpsichordist, and
piano accompanist. She is the Associate Director of Music and Principal Organist at Village
Presbyterian Church in Prairie Village, Kansas, where she directs the Alegria Young Adult
Choir and the Village Ringers advanced hand bell ensemble. As organist at Village, she
oversaw the acquisition and installation of a new mechanical-action pipe organ, built by
Richards, Fowkes & Co. of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Bickers dedicated this stunning

QUL RUDRIZUSRCISM  instrument in August of 2017, and its inaugural year included fifteen concerts of solo

GREAT MUSIC ON A GREAT LAKE o_rganlsts, 9h0|rs, instrumental e_nsembles, and hyr_nn festivals. The instrument has received

high acclaim from players and listeners far and wide.

As a solo performer, chamber musician, and choral accompanist, Bickers has performed in Germany, Austria, the Czech
Republic, Ireland, Norway, Denmark, Italy, and Thailand, as well as all over the United States. She feels at home on ancient
and modern instruments alike, enjoying repertoire from the entire breadth of the history of the pipe organ. Her doctoral lecture
recital focused on the organ works of Olufela Sowande, a delightful Nigerian composer whose works were inspired by African
folk song, Anglican traditions, and American jazz.

Bickers is the keyboardist for the Bach Aria Soloists, a Kansas City-based chamber music ensemble devoted to the works of
Johann Sebastian Bach and those inspired by him. Their programs range far beyond the Baroque, celebrating new
compositions, tango, jazz, and art song. The Bach Aria Soloists were featured as Artists in Residence at the Thai International
Composition Festival in Bangkok, Thailand in 2016.

A native of Clinton, Maryland, Bickers began her organ studies with the Potomac Organ Institute. She holds degrees in church
music and organ performance from Texas Christian University (B.M., M.M.) and the University of Kansas (D.M.A.). Her organ
teachers have included Dale Krider, Joseph Butler, and Michael Bauer; she studied harpsichord in summer sessions with
Edward Parmentier. She competed in and won prizes in the William Hall Competition, National Young Artists’ Competition in
Organ Performance (NYACOP), and the International Buxtehude Competition. She was awarded the 2009 Carlin Award for
excellence in teaching, the highest honor possible for graduate students at KU. In 2016, she earned the Fellow certificate from
the American Guild of Organists, the Guild’s highest certification. She has served on the music faculties of the UMKC
Conservatory and Washburn University as instructor of organ and harpsichord.

Bickers served as chair for New Music for the 2018 AGO National Convention, held in Kansas City, and is currently dean for
the Greater Kansas City chapter of the American Guild of Organists. She makes her home in Overland Park, Kansas, along with
husband Robert, their daughter Isabel, and a harpsichord built by Thomas Pixton. When not making music, she can be found
covered in dirt in her vegetable garden.
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From NCAGOYO

North Central AGO Young Organists

How many organists have opened the
~ bulletin on Sunday moming to find
-3 outwhat hymns they are playing that

‘ day? What can we do as organists to
Improvo our hymnody? We continue

our conversation with director of the

_ National Lutheran Choir and cantor of
“1'" Mount Olive Lutheran Church In
Minneapolis, Minnesota,  David

Part30of 3
Phillip Radtke

“Breathing and a consistent pulse. Those two things are very seldom dear \>° ean organists
I'm sad to say. Those two things will instantly improve singing. Praaldu improve

with a metronome and making sure you breathe taking in air physically c.'é‘ | 'gregatlonal
within the context of that pulse — every downbeat right when it's suppoad |" 'smgingf;

to be.

What role does text
play in prepanng
h

Breathe

- > do helps illumlnate‘that text. Flrst
Clear tactus B T e
come from? That infarms the style
of singing it. These two together
definitely have to be thought
“Experience it. Seek out places where through.”
people playing do that sort of thing. You
learn by singing while they are daing it,
That way you learn what's working and
what isnt."

*Start with registration,”

“Da small little things keeping in mind
that less is more.”

“When clever overpowers... -
The singng itself How

Abdity togo to the next mdodynoh MUCh iS
The meanirg too
What people are used to® ';\much 7
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