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December Dean’s Column FROM THE KEYBOARD of Sheri Masiakowski

STRESS and Relaxakion

I 1TV
"Tis the merry month of December and I'm sure the accent is on the first syllable topic = I}
title, stress. All plans are in serious motion. Octavos in folders, choirs warming up,
woodwind reeds soaking and children and brass mouth-pieces are a-buzz. We know the IVV
process (been there from a few up to many times); we try to prune the plans for our own Bb C
energy and time. In our congregations who is willing, available and able? Cantors,
ensembles — who will cover the Advent Evenprayer, the carols at a social gathering, the V V I vi
C

staff Christmas luncheon? Are the accompanists/choral director in place and briefed for A

all rehearsals? As this comes together the tension piles up. Possible material for an

octavo? My Lord, What a Season . . . IV V
C

I
Bb F

v

dm G C

There is a direct parallel with all the music we present. None of it has interest unless
there is both tension and relaxation. What would a simple tune be without a V7 before the
tonic chord and the magnetic force of the leading tone? Bland — a baked potato with no salt and pepper,
butter, sour cream, cheese. scallions. Okay, okay - enough. Spice in right proportion enhances flavor as
that half-step “ti” presses us onward to “do” in music. Spice (good, creative tension) is the zip in life.

Creative tension opens the door for sensitivity to the elements that make music come alive. The question
is — how can our minds influence our feelings to interpret this as energy, not panic? The opposite is also
a danger. When we become lackadaisical because this is the 20th verse of Amazing Grace for the
weekend, communicating joy in the resurrection is a tough challenge.

Tension or stress can be energy/interest or panic. Boredom is reflected in dulled response.
Music through the centuries has applied tension like jalapefios , so that resolving on a V7 has become
whimpy. Our tolerance (or appreciation) for dissonance is at ever-expanding highs. It’s not likely that we
offer many of the challenging pieces to our congregations. On the interpersonal level abrasive challenges

appear whether we want them or not. There comes a breaking point when patience is thin and the best-
laid plans are on crash-course, both musically and personally.

In the midst of this how do you relax?
What rests your mind, body, spirit?
So that with peace in your soul
you want to return
This Advent, during your intensive preparation, leave room for God to walk with you . . .

Have a Blessed Christmas,

Sheri

Watch the web-site for information on January’s Cavaille-Coll DVD Series Socials.
Gather for an evening or two—watch these magnificent DVD’s;
bring something edible to share and
reconnect with friends during the doldrums of winter.




December 2016

4 (Sun) 3:30 A Procession of
Lessons and Carols for Advent
The Cathedral Church of All Saints
818 E. Juneau Ave
Milwaukee, WI

7 (Wed) 12:15 Pius High School Madrigals
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
812 N. Jackson St
Milwaukee, WI

11 (Sun) 2:00 Karen Beaumont, Organ
St. John’s Lutheran Church
804 W. Vliet St
Milwaukee, WI

DaviD BAHRKE,

Substitute Organist & Choir Director

414-23R-6717

11 (Sun) 5:15 “Veni Emmanuel”
Lessons and Carols
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
812 N. Jackson St
Milwaukee, WI

13 (Tues) 7:30 Gail Archer, Organ
Church of the Gesu
1145 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee, WI

14 (Wed) 12:15 Steve Joyal, Piano
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
812 N. Jackson St
Milwaukee, WI

17 (Sat) 7:00 An evening of
Readings and Carols
The Cathedral Church of All Saints
818 E. Juneau Ave
Milwaukee, WI

21 (Wed) 12:15 Gino De Luca, Baritone
Micha Batcho, Organ
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
812 N. Jackson St
Milwaukee, WI
2333 S. Sixth St.
Milwaukee, WI

dbahrke@mac.com

Available espectally for Christmas and Holiday Services.
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EXCELLENCE

Paul W. Lohman - Toll free: 800-326-7426 ﬁc@%
/ydf! OIRP AU

E-mail: lohma004@umn.edu « www.schantzorgan.com

Inspection * Organ Maintenance & Tuning + Sound & Video

sound

Acoustical Design & Testing = Organ Consultation &

System Desian, Evaluafion & Training

www.riedelassocictes.com « (414) 771-8044 . —
email: consult@riedelassociates.com
819 NORTH CASS STREET-MILWAUKEE. Wi 53202 hear the difference.




+++Karen Beaumont+++
++experienced++
Organ Recitalist
Church Musician
Organ Teacher
++available for++
Recitals, Service Playing,
Organ Lessons

http:/ /karenbeaumontorganist.mysite.
com

kmbeaumont@hotmail.com

414-276-0499 (land line)

HJJdOHANNUS

CUSTOM DIGITAL ORGAN DESIGNS
PIPE ORGAN COMPLETIONS & REPLACEMENTS

TEL 630-894-6850 ceELL 414-241-3051
EMAIL GARY@JOHANNUSMIDWEST. COM
UrRL WWW. JOHANNUS. COM

GARY WOOD

SALES - DESIGN - VOICING

5 Pipe Organ Builders

Contact us for a comprehensive evaluation of your needs.

® New Instruments ® Tuning , /y'|\, ‘
e Restorations e Emergency Service ' - ,’\ e I H J"”
e Rebuilds e Releathering “ M“

® Relocations ® Console Upgrades f

® Tonal Additions ® Solid State Conversions

® Revoicing ® Consultations

® Fire Restorations ® \Water Damage Repair

2

St. Jerome Catholi F]prisly Op(momowoc, WI

708-544-4052 @ info@berghausorgan.com @ 2151 Madison St., Bellwood, IL 60104 @ www.berghausorgan.com
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A Note from the Sub-Dean

With Thanksgiving just past and a blessed Advent upon us we awake to the promise of Emmanuel, “God
with us”, salvation come into the world!

With our American Guild of Organists chapter formed and active we look to the opportunity of garnering
your thoughts, ideas and talents. You have so much to offer!

Planning has begun for the 2017-2018 program year. Two main themes for performance events have
come forward; a fall 2017 Reformation event and a spring 2018 peace/justice/unity event. When you hear
these two ideas what comes to mind: performers, venues, art, literature, dance, multi-media? Do these
themes inspire you to want to share the excitement with your colleagues, community, friends and family?

When my extended family gathers together for big events, we often all bring our own “special” dishes.
There are expectations. It wouldn’t be the same without mom’s meatballs, aunt Roxie’s cheesy potato
hashbrown casserole, and grandma’s sour cream raisin pie. The first year my new sister-in-law came she
brought crock-pot mushrooms. What? Hmmmm - new, delicious, yummy. Thanks for bringing
something different! Thanks for not worrying about what you “should” bring or what we might think
about your offering. Thanks for creating a new tradition!

We want you to bring your ideas to the table! There is much to share. We all have different backgrounds,
traditions and experience to draw from.

So, what do you think? Reformation. Peace/unity/justice. Where could these ideas lead? With your help
we hope to produce a program that is beyond our initial thoughts and that can incorporate the perspectives
and talents of many.

May these blessed seasons of Advent and Christmas bring you much peace and joy!
Audrey Rhinehart, Milwaukee AGO Sub-Dean; rhinehartar@archmil.org; 262-673-4831 x405

Program Committee:

Christopher Berry; basilicasimusic@gmail.com; (0)414-645-5623 x219

Brian Eggers; eggersb@archmil.org; (0)414-962-2443

Sheri Masiakowski, Milwaukee AGO Dean; seasonsoftheheart@wi.rr.com; 414-403-1046
Aaron Mathews; amathews@stcharleshartland.org; 214-914-9701

Carol Peterson; carol.petel3@gmail.com; 262-366-1639

Marilyn Schrader; schraderml@juno.com; (h)414-961-1371; (c)414-551-7704

John Schubring; john.schubring@gmail.com; (h)414-727-6103

Karel Suchy; karel@studio1259.biz or ksuchy@wi.rr.com; 262-553-9062; (c)262-748-6190
Charles Sullivan; cgsmus@gmail.com; 414-232-5635

Sr. Mary Jane Wagner; mjwagner@sssf.org; (0)414-385-5246; (c)414-659-1882
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Superior Quality - Excellent Service - Competitive Prices - 24 Hour Assistance

W Keith B. Williams, Service Department Director

217 390 4000 * buzardservice@gmail.com

Dennis Northway Regional Representative Sales and Service
l ‘.“ 773 351 2501 * denden1958@runbox.com

John-Paul Buzard Pipe Organ Builders 112 West Hill Street ® Champaign, II. 61820
www . Buzardorgans.com 800-397-3103

NoLTE
ORGAN
BuiLbiNG & SuppLy, INc.

(414) 671-5646  www.NOLTEORGANS.COM NOLTEORGANS@GMAIL CO

Al Things Pipe Organ &&
« TUNING & SERVICE « REBUILDING « PIPE ADDITIONS
* NEW INSTALLATIONS « RESTORATION * CONSOLE UPGRADES

[ EST. 1986 # MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN ]

$13,000 scholarship.

The Carthage Music Department awards one
$13,000 organ scholarship (renewable annually)
to a qualified, exceptional student who is
committed to organ studies.

Carthage organ students study with Professor
Christopher Berry, Director of Music at the
Basilica of St. Josaphat in Milwaukee.

Feb. 4 Feb. 11
Feb. 18 Feb. 25

Sign up for your audition online at

For more information, contact the Fine Arts Office at:

CARTHAGE :
COLLEGE 262-551-5859 or email finearts@carthage.edu
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River Valley Chapter
lowa City, IA
June 19-22, 2017
Dr. Mark Baumann, CAGO

2795 18th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
(H) 319-377-5707

(Cell) 319-721-4587

Email: mmbaumann@msn.com
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