
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

May 5, 2019 

100th Anniversary of the Milwaukee Chapter 

 1:30 Annual Meeting 

3:00 Member’s Recital 

Carroll University 

Shattuck Music Center 

218 N. East Ave 

Waukesha, WI 
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Upcoming 2018 – 2019 Programs 

For The AGO Milwaukee Chapter 
 
 

May 5, 2019 

100th Anniversary of the Milwaukee Chapter 

 1:30 Annual Meeting 

3:00 Member’s Recital 

Carroll University 

Shattuck Music Center 

218 N. East Ave 

Waukesha, WI 

 

June 16 – 19, 2019 

North Central Regional Convention 

Milwaukee, WI 

See the website for more information! 

 

 

PipeNotes is Published Monthly submit information to the editor via email at, 

pneditor@agomilwaukee.org. 

The Deadline is the 20th of the preceding month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Directory 
www.agomilwaukee.org 

chapter@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Chapter Officers 
Dean 

Sheri Masiakowski 
414.403.1046 

chapter@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Co Sub-Dean 
Audrey Rhinehart, CAGO 

262.670.9566 
John Schubring 
414.727.6103 

subdean@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Secretary 
Nicole Moritz 
414.625.0318 

Nicole.r.moritz@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Steven Jensen 
414.688.7838 

SJJ0923@aol.com 
 

Registrar 
David Beyer 

414.871.6307 
registrar@agomilwaukee.org 

 

Executive Board 

 
Class of 2019 

David Bohn 
Tim Handle 
David Porth 
Gary Wood 

 
Class of 2020 
Dean Rosko 

William Lieven 
Fr. Tom Lijewski 
Joel Schwartz 

 
Region VI Councilor 

Dr. Karen Black 
Waverly, IA 

Karen.black@wartburg.edu 
 

Education 
Mary Newton, CAGO 

mayanewton@yahoo.com 
 

Professional Development 
J. Gordon Christensen, AAGO 

mrc@chase3000.com 
 

Wisconsin District Convener 

Jeffrey Verkuilen, FAGO 

jeffverkuilen@new.rr.com 
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April 2019 
 

3 (Wed) 12:15 Dr. Solon Pierce, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

7 (Sun) 2:30 Milwaukee Chamber Choir 

All Saints Cathedral  

818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee WI 

 

7 (Sun) 3:30 Milwaukee Handbell 

Ensemble 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

809 S. Sixth Ave 

West Bend, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 (Tues) 7:30 Agnieszka Kosmecka, Organ 

Church of the Gesu 

1145 W. Wisconsin Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

17 (Wed) 12:15 Manuel Almeida, Guitar 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

24 (Wed) 12:15 Agnieszka Kosmecka, 

Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

26 (Fri) OHS Wisconsin Chapter 

Organ Crawl in Madison 

 

 

 

 

May 2019 
 

 

1:30 Annual Meeting 

3:00 Member’s Recital 

AGO Milwaukee Chapter 

Shattuck Music Center 

Carroll University 

218 N. East Ave 

Waukesha, WI 

 

5 (Sun) 3:00 Milwaukee Handbell 

Ensemble 

Christ the King Campus 

Of Unity Lutheran Church 

4600 Pilgrim Rd 

Brookfield, WI 
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From the Archieves 
Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian 

 

 

Church Organ Speaks Peace in Midst of Noonday’s Noise 

 

 
The front doors of St. James Episcopal Church on 8th and Wisconsin Avenue are open and people are 

entering the church.  It is just after 12 pm.   It’s a Monday, November 19, 1945.  Hmm, what or who is 

drawing a crowd of people here on this Monday?  Today, the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists is presenting another of its weekly Monday noonday recitals.  Entering the dimly lighted church, 

there is a crowd of about 100 present, spanning all ages.  Let us join in, get comfortable, the concert is 

about to start.  The program lists Dr. O. M. J. Wehrley, organist of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 

Redeemer as today’s recitalist.  At precisely 12:20 pm Dr. Wehrley leads into his music program. The 

program lists a total of six (6) organ pieces. Included are Purcell’s Voluntary on the 100th Psalm Tune; 

Stanley’s Voluntary on a Trumpet Tune; Richard T. Gore’s Chorale and Variation:  “Nun Sich Der Tag 

Geendet Hat;” Richard Keys Biggs’ Toccata (Thanks be to God); Arthur B. Jennings’ Sarabande; and 

Homer Whitford’s Choral Paraphrase on “Nun Danket Alle Gott.”  From these composers and titles, the 

theme of “thanksgiving” is center stage.  At this harvest time of year thoughts turn to the holiday of 

Thanksgiving, three days after this concert on November 22.  For musicians November 22 is a special 

date; it is the feast day of St. Cecelia, the patron saint of musicians.  Earlier this year, on September 2, 

1945, the world saw the end of tragedies caused by war, the Second World War ended.   A very thankful 

world for prayers answered now could pause to heal and live in peace. 

 
As Dr. Wehrley’s first Voluntary organ piece begins, the cacophony of Wisconsin Avenue is shut out as 

listeners let the organ music speak without words.  It is a short time on this Monday for reveries, to 

daydream.  The notes played were tiny “stairs” upon which one climbed above the clouds and challenges 

of the day to find comfort.  The organ instrument itself was the preacher telling the flock of the goodness 

of life, like a mother singing a lullaby to their child.  In looking up at the beamed arches of the church, the 

noonday sun pierces beautifully through the stained glass windows.  Today’s concert concludes, those 

assembled start to leave, many going back to work.  The refreshed expression on their faces says it all.  

Yes, it is good to give thanks. 

 

From archive materials, I found an undated, non- reporter named music review from one of the local 

newspapers on today’s concert.  This is the only review I found on this concert series and it is a treasure 

for the archives.   These Monday noonday recitals were held at St. James Episcopal Church during 1945-

1946.  There was no mention in the programs of the instrument at St. James Episcopal.  From the OHS 

database the church had a Lancashire-Marshall Organ (1892) –OHS database ID23925 at the time of these 

noonday concerts.  The church of St. James Episcopal regrettably closed its doors forever holding their 

“last worship service” on October 1, 2017 and held a “closing service” the evening of November 1, 2017.   
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2019 Nominees for the Milwaukee Chapter Board 
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