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October 2024 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s patron appeal. Your donations are 

important and influence what we as a chapter can offer for programming for this year and the 

coming year. The board and the program committee thank you for your generosity and 

support in our endeavors. 

 

On September 28th we started our year with a workshop by Madison area organist Bruce 

Bengtson on repertoire that could be used in service playing at Mt. Carmel Lutheran. Bruce 

brought a list that included composers from Denis Bẻdard, Pamela Decker, Charles Ore and 

collections of Ceremonial Music for Organ published by Oxford. The list contained 

something that everyone could use. On Sunday, September 29th, Bengtson played a recital 

and an Interactive Hymn Sing, where audience members wrote down their hymn choices and 

they were then selected at random out of the basket. Bruce then played an introduction, and 

we sang a couple of stanzas of each hymn. The hymn playing and singing were both truly a 

wonderful experience. 

 

Our next program, November 10th, will feature the Schuelke organ at St. Francis Church, 

with Milwaukee native Andrew Fredel playing the recital. Please put November 10th down 

on your calendars! I hope to see you there! 

 

John Schubring 
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October 2024 

 
6 (Sun) 2:30 Choral Evensong with  

Organ Prelude 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

914 E. Knapp St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

8 (Tues) 7:30 Simone Gheller, Organ 

Church of the Gesu 

1145 W. Wisconsin Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

15 (Tues) 7:30 Daniel Roth, Organ 

St. Chrysostom’s Church 

1424 N. Dearborn St 

Chicago, Il 

 

20 (Sun) 3:00 Eastwinds Chamber Ensemble 

Works for Harp, Winds and Strings 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

3515 E. Van Norman St 

Cudahy, WI 

 

20 (Sun) 4:00 David Jonies, Organ 

Brookfield Congregation Church 

13850 Gebhardt Rd 

Brookfield, WI 

 

31 (Thurs) 6:00 Reformation Day Choral Vespers 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1046 N. 9th St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

November 2024 

 
1 (Fri) 7:30 Annual Pops Concert 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lake Shore Drive 

Mequon, WI 

 

3 (Sun) 3:00 Tyler Kivel, Piano 

Brookfield Congregational Church 

13650 Gebhardt Rd 

Brookfield, WI 

 

9 (Sat) 3:30 Civic Chorale and Handbell Fall Concert 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lake Shore Drive 

Mequon, WI 

 

10 (Sun) Andrew Fredel, Organ 

AGO/OHS Recital 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 

1937 N. Vel R. Phillips Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

Events can be submitted to  

event@agomilwaukee.org 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Liz Walloch/Archivist and Historian 

archivist@agomilwaukee.org 
 

 

In my browsing the Archives for a topic to share, I came across not one but two benefit concerts to aid Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s 

work.  The Milwaukee Chapter hosted both benefits.  All the proceeds from the concerts were sent to national headquarters and 

forwarded to Dr. Schweitzer for use in his hospital in Africa.  Let’s return to April 24, 1955 and January 19, 1958 and relive 

highlights from both events. 

 

DR. ALBERT SCHWEITZER BENEFIT RECITAL 

Auspices of the Milwaukee Chapter 

American Guild of Organists 

April 24, 1955, 4 pm 

Sherman Park Lutheran Church 

Artists 

Julius Klein, Viola da Gamba 

Professor of Music at Valparaiso University 

Heinrich Fleisher FAGO, Organ 

Professor of Music at Valparaiso University 

Organist at Rockefeller Memorial Chapel, 

the University of Chicago 

 

This benefit concert was an organ-viola 

da gamba duet that honored Dr. 

Schweitzer and was a crowd pleaser.  

Music critic Richard S. Davis wrote a 

lengthy review of this concert on 

Monday, April 25, 1955. This review 

appeared in either The Milwaukee 

Journal and/or The Milwaukee Sentinel 

papers. The Archive newspaper clipping 

lacked this information.  Mr. Davis 

commented that this was “a recital most 

unusual in its type, its quality and its 

purpose was given Sunday afternoon in 

the auditorium of the Sherman Park 

Lutheran Church.  An audience of 

nearly 600 plodded through the rain to 

hear Julius Klein…Heinrich Fleisher in 

a program designed as a tribute to the 

great humanitarian Albert Schweitzer.  

The Milwaukee Chapter American Guild 

of Organists was responsible for the 

event and must be credited with a fine 

example of idealism.  If the day’s 

weather had not been so miserable, the 

seating capacity of the big church 

undoubtedly would have been taxed and 

the proceeds of the free will collection 

doubled. As it was, the plates of the 

ushers were well filled. Listeners dug 

into their pockets…since their money 

was to go to one of the world’s best 

loved men for his hospital work in 

Africa.  Contributing was clearly held a 

privilege.” Binder 2, 1954-1959 

Newspaper Clippings, pg. 93. 
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From reading through the program, I can agree with music critic Davis’ comments.  “Seldom in these days is a viola da gamba 

heard at all and even more infrequently is it played with the organ. There was curiosity therefore as to how it would fare in the 

recital’s duets four compositions by Handel and Bach.” The “plaintive voice of the old instrument was effectively heard.” “Dr. 

Fleisher and Mr. Klein proved their artistic ability in the excellent manner in which they played. This was one of the 

outstanding events sponsored by the chapter.” “The audience solemn hushed and almost reverent throughout the program 

seemed to be deeply moved.” Binder 2 1954-1959 Newspaper Clippings, pg. 93 & 94. 

 

 

DR. ALBERT SCHWEITZER BENEFIT 

Auspices of the Milwaukee Chapter 

American Guild of Organists 

January 19, 1958, 4 pm 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Organists 

Ruth Pilger Andrews, First Unitarian Society, Madison 

Halbert Heath, St. John’s Methodist Church 

Raymond Nott, Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Lawrence Shrode, Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Dorothy Trump, Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church 

A Cappella Choir 

Merion J. Johnson, Director, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

 

 

 

As part of the 1958 programming, the Executive 

Committee voted to present a benefit concert to honor 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s upcoming 83rd birthday on 

January 14.  As with the first benefit, all proceeds 

would be sent for use at Dr. Schweitzer’s hospital in 

the village of Lambaréné, French Equatorial Africa. 

The one difference with this concert, the artists were 

members of the Milwaukee Chapter.  The goal was 

“to fill the church to capacity and send a large 

birthday gift to Dr. Schweitzer.”  PipeNotes January 

1958, Volume IV, No. 5, Pg. 1 

 

In reviewing materials on both benefits, I found some 

interesting facts.  Although Dr. Schweitzer never 

performed a recital for the Milwaukee Chapter, his 

work in the fields of medicine and music were held in 

high esteem.  The chapter hosted both of these 

benefits as an “outreach and support effort” to assist a 

fellow organist in his role as servant to the needs in 

Africa.   

 

Permission was needed from photographer Erica 

Anderson so “the program will again feature a 

portrait of Dr. Schweitzer” with a release fee paid by 

the chapter of $15.00.  This same photo was from a 

“scene from ‘Albert Schweitzer,’ the definitive film 

biography of the Nobel Prize winner who has 

achieved world-renown as a philosopher, theologian, 

missionary, physician, organist and, above all, as a 

man who has devoted his life to serving his fellow 

men.”  PipeNotes January 1958, Volume IV, No. 5, 

Pg. 1 and Binder 2 1954-1959 Newspaper Clippings, 

pg. 299. 
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The instrument Dr. Albert Schweitzer practiced on in the tropics was unique in its design and construction.  It was a “zinc-lined 

piano,” which was able “to withstand the rigors of the tropics.”  The piano had “a pedal keyboard attachment” to switch from 

being a piano to an organ “so the renowned Bach scholar could keep in practice with his organ music.”  Binder 2 1954-1959 

Newspaper Clippings, pg. 299. 

 

Seven years after the 1958 benefit, on September 4, 1965, Dr. Schweitzer passed away at the age of 90 and was laid to rest in 

Lambaréné. 

 

 

“Requiescant in Pace” 

  

This November the Archives will make time to pause, reflect and remember those who have gone before us marked with the 

sign of their faith. All chapter members and friends are invited to have their deceased chapter member’s names added to a 

remembrance roster in the November PipeNotes.  Reflect on those members, teachers, musical friends who have mentored and 

supported you on your musical path.  You can send your names to me via email for the remembrance roster through October 18, 

2024. My email is listed at the beginning of this article. 
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