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March 2017 
 

4 (Sat) 7:30 Valparaiso University Chorale 

The Basilica of St. Josaphat 

2333 S. Sixth St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

5 (Sun) 3:30 Choral Evensong  

With Organ Prelude 

The Cathedral Church of All Saints 

818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

5 (Sun) 4:00 Dr. Simone Gheller, Organ 

St. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church 

2427 S. Fifteenth St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

5 (Sun) 4:00 The Seven Last Words of Christ 

 By Theodore Dubois 

Massed Choir from Waukesha Area Churches 

Dr. Mark Aamot, Director 

Carroll University 

Shattuck Auditorium 

100 N. East Ave 

Waukesha, WI 

 

7 (Tues) 7:30 Erik Wm. Suter, Organ 

Overture Center for the Arts 

201 State St 

Madison, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 (Wed) 12:15 David Magoon, Recorder 

Michael Batcho, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

14 (Tues) 7:30 Jonathan Oblander, Organ 

Church of the Gesu 

1145 W. Wisconsin Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

15 (Wed) 12:15 Marie Sander, Piccolo 

Matthew Lawrenz, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

15 (Wed) 7:00 Lecons de Tenebrae 

Michel Richard DeLaLande 

St. Chrysostom’s Church 

1424 N. Dearborn St 

Chicago, Il 

 

18 (Sat) 9:00 Chapter Organ Crawl 

To Beloit 

See the front page of PipeNotes 

Or the website 

For more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

18 (Sat) 7:30 Between Two Worlds 

Carthage Choir and  

Master Singers of Milwaukee 

North Shore Congregational Church 

7330 N. Santa Monica Blvd 

Fox Point, WI 

 

19 (Sun) 2:00 Karen Beaumont, Organ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

804 W. Vliet St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

19 (Sun) 7:30 Between Two Worlds 

Carthage Choir and 

 Master Singers of Milwaukee 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20275 Davidson Rd 

Brookfield, WI 

 

26 (Sun) 3:00 The complete organ works of 

Felix Mendelssohn 

Simone Gheller, Organ 

SS. Peter and Paul Church 

2490 N. Cramer St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

29 (Wed) 12:15 Pat Backhaus, Trumpet 

Valerie Floeter, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
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Nominees for the Class of 2019 
 

Barry Hay is the owner of Intergrity Organwerks, offering a full range of pipe and digital 

organ services throughout Wisconsin and Minnesota.  He received his formal organ training 
at Immanuel Lutheran College and Seminary in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  Over the years, he 
has served as organist for congregations in Washington, Florida, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin.  He is currently the head organist at Faith Lutheran Church in Markesan, 
Wisconsin, where he recently completed a rebuild of the congregation’s aging instrument.  
Having been intrigued by the organ since childhood, Barry’s true joy is to use the full tonal 
range of the instrument to lead congregations in the nuances of liturgical worship.  He is 
excited about the opportunity to become more actively involved with the AGO. 
 

 

Composer Karel Suchy integrates musical composition and performance with 

photography, video and engineering design. He collaborates with other artists and their work, 
including poetry and prose – both spoken and sung, visual art, music improvisation, dance 
and drama. Music and structural/architectural engineering are encompassed in his career. He 
employs the creative process equally in engineering design and the arts.  
 
Karel was born in Czechoslovakia, where he studied piano, organ, and composition, and 
earned his M.S. in engineering. He led and composed for avant-garde ensembles and 
performed in major live venues, radio, television, and studio recordings.  
 
Suchy performed electronic and computer-aided classical music at ISU and U of I ̶ 
Champaign. Recent commissions include Sound Poem, inspired by Nosferatu for the Choral 
Arts Society, and  

“Transfigurations” for midi activated organ. His Blues and Rock Liturgies were introduced in area churches. He is 
founder/director of Voices and Verses, and has facilitated many collaborative, multi-media performances. The most 
recent include his inter-disciplinary compositions Opera Noir: The Tickler Murders, The Dream of the Rood, and 
Music of the Mind. Active in sacred music for over 30 years, Karel is currently Director of Music in St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Kenosha, WI. 
 
Engineering accomplishments include a Daily Reporter Top Projects award for Alternative Learning Center, West 
Allis, a solar/ wind/ hydro/ biogas power plant in Tanzania, pier structures for Discovery World, Milwaukee, and the 
Anheuser-Busch Western Malt Facility, featured in National Geographic's “Ultimate Factories.” 
 

 

Tim Dyksinski is a native of Milwaukee who has recently returned from Houston Texas 

where he served in music ministry.  He has worked in parishes, seminaries and most 
especially 15 years in the Houston Archdiocesan Office of Worship.  As a full-time director of 
music he served as organist, choir director and cantor.  In 2012 Tim received the National 
Member of the Year Award from the National Association of Pastoral Musicians (NPM).  Tim 
is known as a presenter of choral literature workshops (12 consecutive years for National 
NPM Conventions).  He is currently choral director at Greendale Community Church (UCC). 
 

 
 

 
 

David Porth currently serves Pilgrim Lutheran Church & School in Menomonee Falls as 

Grades 7-8 Teacher and Music Director. As Music Director, David is responsible for 
planning worship with the pastor, playing organ for services, directing three choirs, and 
scheduling organists/cantors. He received his Bachelor's Degree in Elementary 
Education/Music from Martin Luther College, New Ulm, MN. While living in Minnesota, 
David served on the Executive Committee for the AGO - Sioux Trails Chapter. David is 
currently pursuing a Master of Church Music Degree at Concordia University - Wisconsin 
where he studies with Dr. James Freese.  
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Gary Wood was awarded a Bachelor degree in Organ Performance, along with 

independent study in Physics.  I learned electronics technology in the U.S. Navy; was 
Quality Control Manager for Gulbransen Organs, then worked at Lawrence Phelps, 
Associates, and later with Ron Wahl, building pipe organs.  The opportunity arose to 
become a military contractor in Europe working on NATO and other projects.  During this 
time, I had significant exposure to organs across Europe.   

Since high school I have played the organ for church services, and served military 
chapels overseas.  I have continued to serve local churches as organist, and managed a 
concert series at St. Casimir Church in Riverwest for the past 6 years.  I currently work with 
Johannus Organs, designing, installing and voicing modern digital organs in a variety of 
tonal styles.  (Recently installed a Cavaillé-Coll inspired French organ in Wisconsin Dells.  
See TAO magazine.)   
The Milwaukee chapter of the AGO does a good job of fostering a community of like-

minded musicians.  Members have benefited from excellent chapter leadership.  With the approach of the AGO 
Regional event to be held here, the chapter will need leadership adept at planning, organizing, communicating and 
being creative.  It would be an honor to participate as an Executive Committee member during this period. 
 
 

Timothy R. Handle is an organist, pianist, and music director with over 20 years of 

experience in various churches and over a decade of experience teaching in elementary 
and secondary education. 
Handle started his musical career playing piano for his home church, Grace Lutheran in 

Oak Creek, WI when he was 13 years old. At 17 he started playing for the Saturday 

evening Folk Mass at St. John Catholic Parish (now Divine Mercy Parish) in South 

Milwaukee while studying at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Following the merger 

of the four Catholic churches of South Milwaukee in 2002, Handle started playing piano 

and organ for Faith Presbyterian Church in Franklin, WI. In 2005 he received his Bachelor 

of Fine Arts in K-12 general music and instrumental music education from UWM. While at 

UWM, Handle studied organ with Jeffry Peterson and Martha Stiehl, and piano with Elena 

Abend.  

In 2014 he completed his Masters of Music in organ performance under Dr. Larry Schou at the University of South 

Dakota.  

In September of 2014 through June of 2015, Handle worked for St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Big Bend as the 

Director of Music Ministry. There he strengthened the choir with challenging repertoire, incorporating songs in Latin, 

Hebrew, as well as English. He also established the Resurrection Choir to sing at all funerals.  

July 1st, 2016, Handle was hired to be Director of Worship and Liturgy at the newly merged parish St. John XXIII, 

formed from St. Mary, St. Peter (both of Port Washington), and Immaculate Conception (of Saukville.) He is 

enjoying the exciting work of combining the multiple choirs and sites into a single Parish. The musical traditions of 

all the sites is very rich, and he is enjoying finding music the big deepens the choir’s theology and pushes their skill 

level. 

 

 
Stephen Rohde, AAGO, is a graduate of Lawrence University and UW Madison.  He has 

been organist-director of music at Lutheran churches in the Milwaukee area and recently 
retired after 17 years as Director of Music at Christ King Parish in Wauwatosa.  Presently he 
is organist at Underwood Baptist in Wauwatosa and Composer in Residence at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church on the Eastside of Milwaukee. 
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