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AGO Milwaukee Chapter Upcoming Programming 
 

May 16, 2021 
2:00 pm Annual Meeting 

3:00 pm Member’s Recital 
Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology 

Hales Corners, WI 
 

 
 
 
 

PipeNotes is published monthly. The deadline for articles is the 20th of the preceding month. 
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414-225-1767 

eastwindsmusic@att.net 
 

Treasurer 
Steven Jensen 
414-688-7838 

SJJ0923@aol.com 
 

Registrar 
David Beyer 

414-871-6307 
registrar@agomilwaukee.org 

 

Executive Board 

 
Class of 2021 
Michael Batcho 
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Waverly, IA 

Karen.black@wartburg.edu 
 

Education 

Mary Newton, CAGO 
mayanewton@yahoo.com 
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J. Gordon Christensen, AAGO 

mrc@chase3000.com 
 

Wisconsin District Convener 
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May 2021 
 

3 (Mon) 3:00 Robust Chapter Scholarships 

AGO Taskforce for Gender Equality Webinar 
 

5 (Wed) 12:15 Anita Graef, Cello & 

Julian Graef, Violin 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

12 (Wed) 12:15 Blue Violin Duo 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

16 (Sun) 2:00 Annual Meeting 

3:00 Members Recital 

The Leipzig Chorales 

Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology 

7335 S. Lovers Lane 

Franklin, WI 

 

 
19 (Wed) 12:15 Andrew Fredel, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

26 (Wed) 12:15 George Radosavljevic, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

June 2021 
 

2 (Wed) 12:15 Greg Hartmann, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
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May 2021  We may not have it all together, but together we have it all. 
 

As we come to the close of the 2020-2021 program year, I still have this “what happened” question in my mind.  In 

many ways it feels like everything has fallen into an abyss – concerts, conventions, workshops, organ crawls, 

camaraderie.  However, rising out of this abyss is the continued work of the executive board, the archive project 

committee, and our website coordinator.  They have taken time to look forward and to plan for programming, 

further developing the organization and working to equip our membership with the opportunity to engage and build 

relationships that create a sense of pride and ownership.  We are working to pull many ideas together, and together, 

we know that your interest and feedback will make all the difference. 
 

Sunday, May 16th, is an important opportunity.  We will be holding our annual meeting and member’s recital at 

Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology.  It is the only chapter event that will be held this year (that is an 

accomplishment and is to be celebrated!).  We invite you to join us!  At 2 pm the annual meeting will review where 

our organization stands right now, it will invite you to a promising 2021-2022 program year, it will give you the 

opportunity to hear from your chapter leadership, thanking those who have served so graciously over the years and 

introducing our new executive board members for 2023.  Most importantly, it will give us the opportunity to meet 

each other and to share ideas and build on the wonderful history of our organization. 
 

At 3 pm, a once in a lifetime opportunity to hear all eighteen Leipzig Chorales performed by chapter members on 

the beautiful Berghaus organ will be celebrated.  This program was held over from last year and we are so excited to 

welcome the performers to the Berghaus instrument which will appropriately highlight these chorales.  Do not miss 

it! 
 

Remember to take time to vote for the at-large members of the executive board for the Class of 2023.  Thank our six 

candidates for making themselves available in the election for four board positions.  We are grateful for their 

interest in leading our organization forward.  Voting will take place online.  You will receive an email with 

directions for making your selections.  Those who receive PipeNotes by mail will also receive a ballot by mail.  

Voting will end on May 15th in time to announce our Class of 2023 at the annual meeting on May 16th.  Your vote 

counts!  Take time to look over the biographies of our candidates and consider how each person can make a positive 

impact on our chapter! 
 

Thank you for your membership and interest! 
 

Blessings! 

Audrey Rhinehart 

musicministry@stkiliancong.org 

262-673-4831 x7405 

Members Recital 2021 
Christian Rich 

 

This year’s Milwaukee AGO Chapter members recital provides a rare opportunity to hear the complete 

Great Eighteen Chorale Preludes (BWV 651-668) of J. S. Bach performed in one concert on an instrument 

ideally suited for this repertoire.  These so-called Leipzig Chorales, prepared by Bach in the last decade of 

his life (1740-1750), are large-scale chorale preludes in a breath of styles and forms. Most are revisions of 

compositions from his tenure in Weimar (1708-1717) where he was court organist for Wihelm Ernst, Duke 

of Saxe-Weimar. Long considered as the apex of the chorale prelude genre, The Great Eighteen stand as a 

milestone in the history of the chorale. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, May 16, 3:00PM, at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology in Franklin 

WI, for this program played on the 1994 Berghaus mechanical-action organ in the acoustical splendor of 

Sacred Heart Chapel. Performers are David Beyer, Matt Lawrenz, Sheri Masiakowski, Derek Nickels, 

Christian Rich, John Seboldt, Benjamin Stone, Mary Jane Wagner, SSSF, and Larry Wheelock. 

 

Because of Covid-19 precautions, you are required to wear a mask at this event and socially distance in the 

chapel, which is limited to ½ capacity. Also, there will not be a reception following the recital. 
 

mailto:musicministry@stkiliancong.org
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The Archives presents… 
Liz Walloch 

Milwaukee Chapter Archivist/Historian 

 
This month the Archives highlight some annual meetings and events from… 

 

The Month of “May” 

 

May 1946, 1949 
 

In my time with the Milwaukee Chapter, the annual meetings have been held on Sunday afternoons.  Well, in the early years it 

appears to have rotated through other days of the week.  In 1946, the annual meeting was held on a Saturday, May 4 at 6:30 pm 

with dinner and meeting at Kingsley Methodist Church on North 33rd Street.  On Tuesday evening of May 10, 1949, the annual 

meeting was held at the Y.W.C.A located on 610 North Jackson Street. 
 

May 1952 
 

The Wisconsin Chapter recognized one of their members for her dedicated years of service to the Chapter since 1926. 
 

“We, the members of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin Chapter, American Guild of Organists, here represented at the 

Annual Meeting on the 18th day of May, 1952, at Emmaus Church Parish Hall, do hereby present MRS. LEONA WHELAN 

KING with a PERMANENT CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP, in recognition of her service of 26 years as Registrar, and extend to 

her every privilege the Chapter affords.    
 

The entire Executive Committee of the American Guild of Organists Wisconsin Chapter signed this declaration to honor Mrs. 

Whelan King. 
 

May 1953 
 

This year’s annual meeting was on Saturday, May 16, and it was just that; an annual meeting.  The location was at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. William Eberl, Lake Shore Road, Grafton.  To complete the weekend, on Sunday May 17, recitalist Robert Baker 

played an organ recital at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on North Marshall Street with reception following the recital.  
 

May 1954 
 

The following is an excerpt of a letter dated May 6, 1954 from S. Lewis Elmer, President, American Guild of Organists, 

Chapters in Every State in New York City to Dean Lauretta Cotton. 

“3. You realize I am sure that the number of Chapters which formerly had the name of the State where there was only one 

chapter in that state, now taking the name of the city, is constantly increasing.  For instance we have: 
 

Portland – Maine 

Boston – Massachusetts (the 2nd chapter organized 1905) 

Albuquerque – New Mexico 

Roanoke – Virginia 

Salt Lake City – Utah 

Columbia – South Carolina 

Memphis - Tennessee 
 

We learn that a movement is on foot in the Pennsylvania Chapter, to take the name of Philadelphia Chapter. (This is the first 

Chapter organized in 1902). 
 

I do not want to try and induce your Chapter to do what it prefers not to do, but it does seem, especially that there is now a 

chapter in the capital city of Wisconsin, Madison, that it would be a fine gesture on the part of the Wisconsin Chapter, to take 

the name Milwaukee Chapter, as there are other Chapters now in Wisconsin.  Milwaukee is a distinguished name, and 

definitely identifies your Chapter which Wisconsin does not.” 
 

May 1955 
 

This is a farewell from outgoing Dean Lauretta Cotton. 
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May 1957 

 

This year’s Guild Service was scheduled for 4:00 pm and was followed by dinner and annual meeting on Sunday, May 12 at the 

Church of the Redeemer on 19th and Wisconsin Avenue. This was also the year the chapter hosted the AGO Regional 

Convention in Milwaukee, June 17-20.   

 

May 1968 

 

Prior to the annual dinner/business meeting on Sunday, May 5, 1968 there was a recital that showcased local talented organists.  

The recitalists were the winners of the Student Organist Contest. “Congratulations to the winners of the Student Organist 

Contest! It is inspiring to see so many young people playing the organ so well.  There were sixteen entrants this year.  We are 

very appreciative of the hard work in preparation for this contest.” Paul Emmons of Lawrence University was the winner in the 

Advanced Division, a student of La Vahn Maesch.  Tied for first place in the Intermediate Division were Susan Bohn and 

Kirstie Felland; students of John Thomas and Mr. Arlyn Fuerst respectively.  –From PipeNotes April 1968 

 

May 1979  

 

The annual meeting in 1979 was a two day event.  On Saturday, May 5 there was a master class presented by Marilyn Mason at 

10:00 am at Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church.  The fee to attend was $5.00 for students, $7.00 for chapter 

members and $10.00 for non-members, payable at the door.  As a fundraiser, the chapter held a rummage sale at the church 

before and after the master class. The rummage sale was open from 8:30 – 10:00 am for members and open to the general 

public from 11:30 – 3:00 pm.  The crowning event of the weekend was on Sunday, May 6 at 3:30 pm.  Marilyn played a recital 

at Wauwatosa Avenue United Methodist Church which was followed by the annual banquet with Archbishop Weakland as 

keynote speaker. “AGO members may attend the recital free, as usual; tickets are $5.00 for non-members and $3.00 for 

students and senior citizens.”  Advanced ticket sales were available with tickets being sent via USPS.  The plea to sell tickets 

was shared that bringing “an artist of Miss Mason’s caliber deserves a large audience, and the chapter needs the money in 

order to finance the event.” --From PipeNotes April 1979 

 

 



Page 8 of 9 

 

May 1981 

 

On Sunday, May 3 at 3:00 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church the Milwaukee Chapter presented a Festival Service. Here is a 

sampling of the program.   

 

 

 
 

These highlights are a small sharing of the creativity of the Milwaukee Chapter as it continued to grow through the decades.  

There is so much more in the Archives to read and learn about our Chapter.  Hopefully by the fall, members will be able to 

access and explore the many facets of our Chapter from our web page.  

 

I close this month’s article with a thirst quencher from our late chapter member Robert Legler.  It’s his original recipe which 

had been served at many AGO functions. 

 

LEGLER’S PUNCH 

 

Combine equal parts of – 

 

Tang (prepared with water) 

Cranapple Juice 

Soda (50-50 or 7-Up or ginger ale) 

--From PipeNotes November 1978 

 

If you are wondering if Tang is still around, it’s available at Pick n Save stores.  

Enjoy making Bob’s recipe this summer; stay cool, safe, and healthy.  That is my recipe as I will be taking a vacation from 

sharing monthly articles until September.  See you in the fall.  
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