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Dean’s Column 
Larry Wheelock 

 
The wonderful and moving services of Easter are over again for another year. Many of you created 
and experienced liturgies and services of deep beauty and exciting vibrancy and your congregations 
left the building edified and energized. Your choirs rose to the occasion, as usual, and the fragrance 
of Easter lilies is still lingering in the back of your mind (smell it?) At times like this, I am inclined to 
say, “Whew!! Glad that’s over for this year.” It’s not that I wasn’t moved by the experience, it’s just 
that now I am moved to sleep; for about a week. I hope you can find time for a well-deserved break 
as well. 

 
There are only 3 more Chapter events in this season. Please put them on your calendar and plan to 
attend. You will find them rewarding. 

 
April 5 -- Annual Organ-Crawl with the Wisconsin Chapter of the OHS. This year’s crawl is in 
Green Bay and De Pere. The cost is only $10 (does not include meals) and includes a 1-yr. local 
OHS membership. There will be some really interesting organs on this tour and I hope to see you 
there. 

April 21 -- Sunday at 3PM the chapter will co-sponsor a recital with Saint Jude the Apostle Parish in 
Wauwatosa. The organ is a wonderful new Schantz in a large and resonant room, and Craig Cramer 
is a delightful performer, a dedicated teacher, and a genuinely nice person. Well worth your time. 

May 12 -- Annual Meeting (2PM) and Member’s Recital (3:30PM) at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
downtown Milwaukee. This is the ‘newest’ of 3 new Schantz organs in Milwaukee and if you haven’t 
heard it, you’re in for a treat. Like the other 2 new Schantz instruments it speaks with its own distinct 
voice and is remarkably successful in its venue. Come hear your colleagues put it through its paces. 

 

Don’t forget the Region VI Convention June 18-20 in Springfield MP. This year the convention has 
been shortened to make it more affordable for you. Early Registration discounts are still available 
until April 15. The convention begins with the AGO/Quimby Competition for Young Organists 
(RCYO) and our chapter will be represented by the winner of our local competition, Jacob Fuhrman. 
Come support Jacob and have a great time. 

 

Finally, our 2013-2014 dues/membership period begins April 15. Payments are due by June 30. A 
renewal form will be found in the mailing you will get the week of April 8, along with your ballot for 
this year’s board election. Remember, online renewal is available too and doesn’t require filling-out a 
long form. Your ballot, however, must be mailed or brought in-person to the Annual Meeting. Don’t 
miss-out; this is your chapter -- take every possible advantage of it. See you soon! 
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April 2013 
 

3(Wed) 12:15 Karen Beaumont, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

5 (Fri) 9:00 OHS Organ Crawl 

Green Bay and De Pere, WI 

 

7 (Sun) 3:00 Clive Driskill-Smith, Organ 

The Cathedral Church of All Saints 

818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

9 (Tues) 7:30 Dr. Leon Couch III 

Church of the Gesu 

1145 W. Wisconsin Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

10 (Wed) 12:15 Paul Kosower, Cello 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

13 (Sat) 7:30 Milwaukee Choral Artists 

The Grand Finale 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

1615 Wauwatosa Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 

 

17 (Wed) 12:15 Muzika Piano Trio 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

20 (Sat) 2:00 Michael Hey, Organ 

St. Norbert’s Abbey 

1016 N. Broadway 

De Pere, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 (Sun) 3:00 Chapter Event 

Craig Cramer, organ 
St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church 

734 Glenview Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 
 

24 (Wed) 12:15 David Jonies, organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
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Positions Available - to view more positions available and more complete job descriptions please login to the  

AGO Milwaukee Chapter website, www.agomilwaukee.org, and look in the members only section. 
 

Milwaukee Children's Choir  -- 2 positions -- Milwaukee Children's Choir will be celebrating it's 20th Anniversary season. 

As part of our ongoing growth, I will be looking to add members to our wonderful artistic staff.  Job descriptions for Associate 

Artistic Director for Music Education and Associate Music Director are available on the AGO Milwaukee website in the 

members only section.

 

 

 

 

http://www.agomilwaukee.org/
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Marie-Claire Alain  

(August 10, 1926 – February 26, 2013)  

 
The great French organist Marie Claire Alain passed away last night. In a 
world of hype, where it seems every event and every performer is touted as 
the "best-ever," she was the real deal. I've enjoyed reading the various 
tributes on FB and online about this wonderful performer and teacher. 
Many in the organ world have had opportunities for much more contact 
with Marie Claire Alain than I. I just wanted to post these few thoughts as 
an indication of how far-reaching this extraordinary woman's influence 
was.  
 

She recorded the complete organ works of J.S.Bach (for those not 
 familiar with the organ world, that body of work fills about 15 CDs), a 
monumental achievement once in a lifetime -- and she did it three times! Listening to the recordings, one can hear her evolving 
interpretations of the works and the influence of the organs she chose to play.  
 

In person, she was gracious and had a wonderful sense of humor. She was an exacting teacher who demanded and got excellence 
from students without resorting to sarcasm or other demeaning behavior. Her live performances were consistently fabulous, no 
matter the venue or the size of the audience -- or her age!   
 

She was a champion of the music of her composer brother, Jehan; since he died in his 20s during WWII, without Marie-Claire's 
influence we would not know many of his works.  
 

What a great role model to follow. She will be greatly missed.  
 

Jan Kraybill  
Conservator of the Julia Kauffman Casavant Pipe Organ, 

Kansas City, Missouri, and   
Organist of Community of Christ International Headquarters, 

Kansas City, MO.   
Former Councillor of AGO Region VI 

 

RESULTS OF THE REGIONAL COMPETITION  
FOR YOUNG ORGANISTS 

Held on March 9, 2013 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 
First Place: Jacob Fuhrman 

 
 

Second Place: Alexis Van Zalen 
 

 

 

 

Third Place: William Schlueter 
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AGO Milwaukee Chapter Sample Ballot 

 
Here is a sample of our 2013 ballot. Look for your actual ballot in the mail during the week of April 8. When you receive it, make 

your choices and place your marked ballot in the provided envelope, Print & Sign your name on envelope return area (top 
left,) Affix first class postage and mail no later than April 28   OR   bring the ballot in the signed envelope to the 2:00 pm Chapter 

Annual Meeting, on Sunday, May 12, 2013, at St. Paul Episcopal Church in Milwaukee. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

2013 Nominations for the AGO Milwaukee Chapter 
 

Sub Dean (One year term 2013 -2014) 
 

Greg Beem served for 33 years as music specialist and Professional Development Assistant in the public 

schools in Northbrook, IL before retiring in 2009.  He has also taught both organ and piano privately at the 

pre-collegiate level.  In addition to his education activities, Greg has spent almost 40 years serving the music 

ministries of a number of here in the Midwest.  Upon retirement from teaching, he stepped down from active 

church music ministry to pursue various other musical and non-musical interests.  
 

Currently, Greg is a freelance organist and musician, making himself available as a recitalist and substitute 

organist.  In addition to being a member of the AGO, Greg is also an active member of the Organ Historical 

Society.  Most recently, he has been involved with the Milwaukee Chapter AGO/Quimby RCYO task force 

in the planning of this year’s local level competition here in Milwaukee. 
 

Greg’s formal music training began at age 6, and included 10 years of piano study and 4 years of organ before entering college. Greg holds 

degrees from Butler University (Bachelor of Music), Concordia University-River Forest (Master of Church Music), and National-Louis 

University (Certificate of Advanced Studies in Educational Leadership).  His primary organ teachers have included, Kathleen Hackemer, 

David Koehring, Margaret McElwain Kemper, Herbert Gotch and Steven Wente. 

 

Sheri Masiakowski is music director of the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program of the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee and interim music director at St. Joseph’s Parish (Big Bend, Wisconsin).  Sheri 

chairs the Archdiocesan Liturgical Musicians Association (Roman Catholic) and serves on the Board of the 

MacDowell Club of Milwaukee.  She holds a Master of Music in organ from Westminster Choir College 

(Princeton, New Jersey) and a Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies (liturgical music specialization) from St. 

Francis Seminary (St. Francis, Wisconsin).  Her teachers include Sr. Mary Jane Wagner, Dr. Donald 

McDonald and John Chappell Stowe.  Sheri has served on the AGO Board in the past and looks forward to 

working with her respected colleagues in the Milwaukee AGO once again. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Class of 2015 (four to be elected) 
 

Todd Anderson – I began studying music as an elementary school student in the  Orchestra as a String Bassist, 

continued with Piano, and went into service, and started my avocation as an Organist at my family church.   Currently 

serving as the Organist at the Oak Creek Community United Methodist Church in Oak Creek, Wisconsin.  I am a 
General Contractor/Carpenter by vocation. 

 

I am probably best defined as a Parish Organist – given that music is an avocation for me.   My church work must be 
partially genetic, because my early musical education was at the direction of my Uncle (Dan Nicholson) who offered 

Piano Lessons, and, who has been a Church Musician for over 60 years.   Uncle Dan offered and encouraged his 

nieces and nephews (my cousins) – and later grandnieces and nephews, (our children) to study Piano.     
 

Lots of mentoring and encouragement by family, our “sitting” Organist breaking her hip, and the influence and 

encouragement of a very special Pastor bought me to the opportunity to “fill in” as Organist at the family church –  
          42  years ago!     

 

I spent many years as an “interested observer” of the AGO.    After becoming a member of the AGO-Milwaukee Chapter, I was invited to serve on the Board to 
fill out a vacant term a few years ago.     Other AGO service included the recent POE at Carroll University, and the memorable Hutchings Votey Organ 

Removal Project from the former Van Buren Avenue Christian Science Church with a number of AGO colleagues. 

 
My interest and belief is that some of the most important activities the Chapter can be involved in is/are mentoring and encouraging young Organists, as well as 

continuing to promote and create greater broad base interest in the Organ to our communities.   The upcoming March 9th AGO /Quimby 

Regional Competition for Young Organists is one such program that I believe is vital to this end. 

 

A native of Wisconsin, David Bohn received degrees in composition from the University of Wisconsin, University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and the University of Illinois. His primary composition teachers were Joel Naumann, Yehuda Yannay, 

and William Brooks. He has taught theory at the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee, University of Wisconsin-Parkside and the 
University of Illinois. He currently resides in West Allis, Wisconsin, and is organist and choir director St. John's Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in West Milwaukee. He is President of the Wisconsin Alliance for Composers, Vice President of the Wisconsin 

Chapter of the Organ Historical Society, and edits the newsletters of both organizations. 
 

 

Adria Cary is in her ninth year as Director of Music at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, 

Milwaukee (41st and Oklahoma), where she is organist, directs an adult choir and handbell choir, and trains the weekend 

and school Mass cantors. She has previously served the Milwaukee Chapter AGO as Sub dean, Dean, and Registrar. Ms. 
Cary lives in Greenfield and has a son in college at the University of Vermont. 

 

Mary Dahl is the Director of Liturgy and Music for St. Mary’s Parish – Waukesha. She 

has held this position since August of 1993. She graduated from Alverno College, December 

2007 with a BA in Music, minor in Religious Studies, and from Cardinal Stritch University, 

May 2011 with an MA in Lay Ministries. Not only does she regularly lend her keyboard 

expertise to four Masses per weekend, but she helps support and mentor budding music ministers, 
such as accompanying them for Solos & Ensembles events, at Children’s Choir Festivals for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee; 

most recently Mary provided the piano accompaniment during the ALMA event on February 16th at St. John the Evangelist 

Cathedral. She is a past member of the Board for Milwaukee Chapter of AGO as well as Fargo, North Dakota. Mary was also 
an ALMA Board member for many years. She has been a member of the National Association of Pastoral Musicians since 1977. 

She believes that the future of church music lies in the passing on of responsibility – letting go of the reins - as well as 

knowledge and skill-building – the best school for service-playing is “service-playing!” “It may be messy at first, but I know my 
first parish (at age 11) survived.” 

 

Peggy (Lozier) Just was raised in Milwaukee, WI. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a bachelor’s degree in 

music education and a master’s in both choral conducting and piano. Throughout graduate school, she was a teaching assistant to 

the choral director and an accompanist for other graduate students in the music department.  
 

Professionally, Peggy has worked in the Milwaukee and Chicago areas as a pianist and ballet dancer for many dance companies 

including The Chicago City Ballet (under the direction of Maria Tallchief) and especially The Milwaukee Ballet Co., (chosen as 

company pianist for more than three years). Throughout her career, from the time she graduated and even before, she has also 

served either part or full time as a church musician (organist, choir director, pianist, and/or liturgist) for a wide variety of 

denominations from Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ to Christian Science and more. 
 

Beginning in the year 2000, she began teaching music full time in the Catholic school system which included planning and playing 

weekly school liturgies and conducting the children’s choirs. She has been a free-lance organist/pianist for weddings, funerals, and a 
variety of public and private occasions. As a liturgical dancer, she danced with The Amadeus Dance Co. in many churches and has been 

commissioned to dance herself and to set choreography on others.  Other free-lance work includes directing and accompanying musical theatre for both adults 

and children (especially with the National Children’s Theatre School); musically directing several Wisconsin Lutheran College productions; composing, 
arranging, and playing solo and ensemble scores to provide live accompaniments for silent movies; and  dancing and playing in a                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

professional capacity for both secular and sacred events and organizations. In addition, she has regularly maintained a roster of private students. 

 
Currently, Peggy is the Minister of Music, organist and choral director, at Zion United Church of Christ in Milwaukee. Through the AGO, she has been 

introduced to many resources that have enhanced her work as an organist and encouraged her to collaborate with others to continue her growth as a player and 

overall musician. She is looking forward to increased involvement and shared experiences. 

 


